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Message From the President

Happy Holidays to all of you! I prepare this message with the sound of
“jingle bell, jingle bell, jingle bell rock…” in the background and a glass of
eggnog in hand! Yes, it’s Christmas time and I hope all of you are ready
for that wonderful day, I know my 4 ½ year old daughter, Ashley, is!
It has been an eventful 2006 for the NCA but I won’t bore you with a
recap! I will instead start with our National Caves Convention October
2006 in Bermuda, which is technically the beginning of a year for the
NCA. And what a beginning it was! I am sure you have heard by now
what an incredible convention it was and I can assure you it’s no
exaggeration! David Summers and his crew in Bermuda as well as your
NCA convention committee did a fabulous job. We were wined, dined
and entertained like royalty and the sessions have received rave reviews.
On several occasions I overheard the comment, “that one idea just paid
for my trip to Bermuda”. And that’s what it’s all about; to learn, network
and share ideas with friends and colleagues. At the Annual meeting,
membership voted to ratify the NCA’s Alpha Radiation Program.
Something new and very well received at the convention were written
reports provided by all the regional directors and many of the committees.
Speaking of conventions, the Natural Bridge Caverns family is very
excited to be hosting y’all in San Antonio, Texas for Convention ’07! For
more info see the Convention ’07 update in this newsletter.
Welcome to our new regional directors who were recently elected: Greg
Beckler (Natural Stone Bridge & Caves) in Region 1, Steve Runkle (Cave
of the Winds) in Region 7, and Allen Mathis (DeSoto Caverns Park) in
Region 9. Thanks to our other regional directors who are serving another
term. And last but not least thanks to retiring directors: Ann Dunlavy
(Lincoln Caverns), Steve Beckley (Glenwood Caverns) and Jack Steiner
Jr. (Ruby Falls) for their years of service on the NCA board.
On the subject of regions, you will note that congress is not the only
organization that goes through redistricting. Yes, the NCA just has also in
an effort to more appropriately find a balance between size, number of
states and most importantly numbers of caves to serve. So you may
have a new regional director, look further on in Cave Talk and on the web
to find out which region you are in. For most of you there won’t be a
change.

Be expecting a call from your regional director in January. They will be working on preparing written reports for
our mid winter board and insurance committee meetings in Tucson. We’ve been hearing a lot of hype about
the cool rock and mineral show so we decided to schedule our meeting then and there. Hopefully, we will see
some of you at the Tucson Rock & Mineral Show, that is, when we are not slaving away in meetings!
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The NCA board approved moving forward with incorporating as a 501(c) (6) not for profit corporation. Also
Steve Rawlings, Bylaws Committee Chair, is preparing a draft of revised bylaws which the NCA board will be
reviewing and discussing at this year’s mid winter meeting. If you have any input on the bylaws please contact
Steve, any member of his committee or your regional director. The plan is to present a board recommended
draft to the membership this summer and take action on the new bylaws at the NCA’s Annual Meeting in
October 2007.
Lastly if you have not done so recently check out our NCA Website and see what’s new. It’s ever changing and
such an awesome resource!
Enjoy this info-packed issue of Cave Talk! If there is anything I can do to assist you, or if you have suggestions
on how the NCA can better serve you this New Year, please let me know.
To all of you in our NCA extended family, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
God Bless,

Brad Wuest

Caverns of Sonora “Butterfly” formation VANDALIZED! - Michelle DeVaney
The world-famous Butterfly formation in the Caverns of Sonora was purposely damaged on November 21,
Gerry Ingham told Michelle Devaney. Gerry said the upper right wing of the butterfly was snapped off during a
tour. Some say it’s equivalent to destroying a work of art like the Mona Lisa or a Picasso. Click to see the
complete press release. As we all know, the butterfly has become the trademark of the Caverns of Sonora and
we are all equally heartsick at the destruction. This act of sabotage has revealed just how fragile our cave
protection laws really are. Texas’s cave protection laws classify this type of vandalism as a Class B
misdemeanor. President Wuest spoke with Seco Mayfield and assured him that the NCA would pledge $1000
towards the reward being offered for information related to the safe return of the broken wing. This matches
the $1000 offered by the NSS. If any other cave would like to contribute to this fund, please contact Gerry,
Seco or Ed (Seco’s son, who only comes to our meetings when they are in Bermuda!) at 325-387-3105.

Cave Radiation Management Plan - Brad Wuest
Each of you should have received your Cave Radiation Management Plan binders by now which were mailed
out in October. Binders were passed out in Bermuda for the member caves who attended the convention. If
you did not receive your binder contact the NCA office. The additional material you will need to complete your
Plan can be found on the NCA website. Just click on the Cave Radiation Template Document. This is a “new
and improved” version of the template which is much more user friendly and comes with detailed instructions.
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Go to the NCA website, open the template and save it to your computer. Now you are ready to customize the
template and create your very own Cave Radiation Management Plan! It’s really pretty simple and your
NCA Regional Directors and Air Quality Committee members are putting it to the test now and will be the first
to have their plans completed and certified. Yes, certified. Each NCA member’s plan must be completed, sent
to Ozark Underground Laboratory (OUL) and certified before October 2007. Your NCA Board decided that the
NCA will pick up the tab for every cave’s initial certification, which saves each of you $200. Regional Directors
will be contacting you soon. They, as well as the NCA office, are available to assist you with the template.
Tom Aley from OUL who monitored at each of your caves will be available for technical assistance. Give them
a call if you have questions or need help!
You may be wondering, do I really need to do this? The answer is, yes you do. In response to an industrywide need for caves to be in compliance with OSHA regulations, the NCA membership decided to conduct and
pay for the study which is now complete. Working with OSHA in an alliance agreement we created our own
industry standard (one that is reasonable) which all caves in the country must follow to be in compliance with
OSHA regulations. It is great that we were able to create our own industry standard as opposed to OSHA
deciding what our new standard should be and dictating that to us. This has been a huge accomplishment by
the NCA for the protection of our caves, employees and businesses! Now let’s each take that final step to
complete our Plans and get them certified. If you need help it’s only a phone call away.

“RADON” Be Gone! - Brad Wuest

Call it a matter of semantics or just being technically correct but you will see the word “Radon” being replaced
by the terms “Cave Radiation”, “Alpha Radiation” or “Total Alpha Radiation”. Technically speaking radon
daughters are one of the things tested for when Tom conducts an air quality test for “Cave Radiation” or in
other words “Total Alpha Radiation”.

NCA Insurance Committee Update - Steve Runkle

Certificate Of Insurance Reminder – When your insurance policy expires every year you need to contact you
insurance agent to request a Certificate of Insurance be sent to the NCA office attention Susan Berdeaux.
September Cave Talk has instructions on the information required and how to order this document. Only those
caves that are NOT part of the NCA Insurance Program need to do this. AJ Gallagher will provide this service
for those caves who participate in the NCA’s group insurance program. October 1st is the date that most of the
insurance expires and your certificates need to be at the NCA office no later than December 31st.
If you have purchased any equipment since your policy has been renewed to take advantage of the IRS write
off rules, do not forget to update your insurance coverage ASAP. This can be accomplished by simply using a
schedule listing the required information and sending it to your insurance agent. Your insurance committee has
examples of different schedules that can be sent to you. Request the schedules from the NCA office or contact
any insurance committee member.
Members of the NCA insurance program should contact your committee representative with any questions you
might have and also any suggestions on how we could improve your insurance program. We need your input if
we are going to improve your insurance program. If you do not know who your insurance committee
representative is, you can contact either Brad Wuest, Insurance Committee Chair: 210-561-6101, or Steve
Runkle, Vice Chair: Work 719-634-2888 Cell 719-651-4633.

Redistricting of the NCA - Steve Thompson

A major challenge of any association, especially a national association such as the NCA, is to keep
communications flowing between the members and the governing bodies. The vital link in our association is
the Regional Directors who represent you and your region on the NCA's Board of Director's. In reviewing the
breakdown of regions across the United States we discovered a sizeable unbalance in the number of caves
per Regional Director. In an attempt of rectify this unbalance and not to overload our volunteer director's, and I
stress volunteer, the Executive Committee and Board of Directors has approved a redistricting of the regions to
better spread the number of cave members between the regions. In this issue you will find the new breakdown
of regions and who YOUR Regional Director is. Please feel free to contact them at any time with your
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questions, comments and yes complaints. These directors represent you, your cave and your region. This is
your direct line to what should be happening in the NCA.

Membership Committee Update - Steve Thompson

As presented at the Fall Convention in Bermuda, the membership was asked to submit ideas on a new NCA
membership survey. Several great ideas and comments have been received. The NCA Membership Survey is
scheduled to be submitted to the members in mid-March. If you have any ideas or comments you would like to
see in this year’s survey, please direct them to Steve Thompson at sthompson@fantasticcaverns.com or Travis
Wuest at twuest@naturalbridgecaverns.com

5TH ISCA Congress - Bermuda - David Summers

The 5th Congress of the International Show Caves Association was held in Bermuda immediately following our
own Conference in October 2006.
ISCA members from around the world attended this Congress. Only four member countries were unable to
attend, but they were certainly there in spirit. The anticipated language barrier never really surfaced although
there was United Nations style instantaneous interpretation in Italian and French.
The only last minute hiccup was that the Chinese delegates could not obtain transit visas to pass through the
United States to reach Bermuda, despite having commenced the application process in early August.
NCA members who stayed on in Bermuda had the opportunity to meet many of the International delegates at
the Unity Dinner held on the Saturday in between the Conference and the Congress.
The Congress was also attended by NCA members who are also ISCA members. From all of the reports that
we have received it was a very successful Congress.
Our ties to the worldwide association grew as we now have two NCA members elected to the Board of
Directors of ISCA. David Summers was elected President and Brad West was elected Director.
ISCA has a system where the President, two Vice Presidents and four Directors all have to be from different
countries. A Slovenian and a French delegate were elected as First and Second Vice Presidents, respectfully.
Renata Marinelli was returned as the Secretary and Treasurer. Four Directors were elected, one each from
Sweden, Slovakia, South Africa and our very own Brad West.
Another high note of the Congress was the adoption of a totally new Constitution. David Summers and Steve Fairchild
were heavily involved in creating this comprehensive document and this may be something for Steve Rawlins and his Bylaws Committee to have a look at.

The new ISCA Board of Directors has already held its first meeting and the second is being planned for May in
Italy. Board Members unable to attend in person will be tied in via conference call.
By all reports ISCA has been injected with a new sense of dynamic energy. Brad and Steve are deeply
involved in this, with David at the helm.
We can be sure that we will be kept up to date with their activities.
Its always good for us all to take a good look at the world around us. Our ties to ISCA will be a constant
reminder to do this.

President Brad Heads South - David Summers

On 14th January 2007, President Brad Wuest will be heading south to San Juan, with Steve Fairchild, to
accompany ISCA President David Summers on a visit to Rio Camuy Cavern.
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The objective of the visit is to meet with the Rio Camuy Cavern Park Administrator and management to
encourage them to join ISCA and also rejoin NCA. The delegation will also meet with the National Parks
Administration.
Brad, as an elected Director of ISCA, has been given the formidable responsibility for the recruitment of new
members in North and South America during his four year term of office.
Steve has responded to the ISCA President’s request that he join up with Brad and assist him in his huge task,
but nevertheless a very exciting task.
Many members of NCA will recall that Rio Camuy Cavern was a member of NCA, but drifted away in the late
1990’s after change in its management personnel.
Working closely with ISCA will have benefits for the NCA, and the dual interest in bringing Rio Camuy back into
our organization is one of them. Rumor has it that Brad and Steve will be looking beyond the US northern
border soon – maybe after the snow and ice eases up!
We wish the traveling delegation every success and hope that Rio Camuy will rejoin NCA as well as ISCA.
More about this in the next NCA Newsletter.

CaveTalk – Delivered Online Exclusively

This issue of Cave Talk will be the last issue that will go out snail mail. To save money on postage, paper
and ink and to make the office run a little more efficiently, Cave Talk will only be sent via email. Please be sure
the office has your current email address so you don’t miss an issue. Please contact Susan at the office if this
poses a REAL problem for you.

Gift Show Update - Denise M. Bell, Seneca Caverns, OH

Report from the November 2006 Smoky Mountain Gift Show in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. “Get a good night’s
sleep.” Excellent advice from the Smoky Mountain Gift Show staff! There is a lot to see at this show. New
companies were added this year with the re-opening of the W. L. Mills Conference Center.
Following are some items I found that may work for you1. The Huckleberry People-ad on page 196 of the 2006 Smoky Mountain Gift Show Buyers Guide
1021 Waverly Street
Missoula, MT 59802
406-721-6024
http://www.huckleberrypeople.com/
This company is packaging chocolate covered sunflower seeds and chocolate rocks in a bag and
making a custom label. Low minimum orders for custom- 24 and they are using a bat design I use on a
post card.
2. I think some caves are already buying from Rockyhop Inc. Their rock bottles caught my eye as I was
making my rounds. I am having them make up an assortment of the 25 best sellers. Cost is $25.00/
case of 25. Suggested retail is $3.00.
Rockyhop, Inc. ad on page 143
PO Box 1523
Dahlonega, GA 30533
(770) 513-8856
http://www.rockyhop.com/
3. A cave at the show was looking for fleece garments. A company I have ordered from for several years
is Romatex/EarthRagz -ad page 59. Telephone: 1-800-4-RAMATEX.
The New Products Committee topic for this issue of CaveTalk: magazine resources for the gift shop retailer.
Following are magazines the Committee members receive and have found to be useful.
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 Giftbeat-published by Joyce N. Washnik “Tracking the Product Pulse of the Gift Industry”. There are no
advertisements in this publication. Every issue includes information “based on the polling data on
responses of more than 300 stores” and interviews with her advisory board members and other
business professionals.
GIFTBEAT
317 Harrington Ave.
Closter, NJ 07624
(800) 358-7177
http://www.giftbeat.com/
 Museums & More: Specialty Shops Product News. The 2006-2007-winter issue will feature 2007
Outlook and Trends, the Toy Fair Showcase, Custom Products and Museum Gifts. Subscriptions are
free to qualified U. S. retailers.
Museums & More
75 Applewood Dr. Suite A
PO Box 128
Sparta, MI 49345
(616) 887-9008
http://www.museumsandmore.com/
 Giftware News – Worldwide magazine for gifts, home accessories, stationary, tabletop and collectibles.
Mary Liz Curtin calls a feature I enjoy reading the “Penny Pinching Retailer”.
Giftware News Subscriptions Department
20 West Kinzie, Suite 1200
Chicago, IL 60610
(312) 849-2220
http://www.giftwarenews.com/

Upcoming Gift Shows
January 4-7, 2007 - Miami Beach Gift Show
Miami Beach Convention Center, Miami Beach, Florida
(678-285-3976; http://www.urban-expo.com/
January 6-9 2007 - Philadelphia Gift Show
Greater Reading Expos Center, Reading Pennsylvania
(678) 285-3976; http://www.urban-expo.com/
January 9-19, 2007- The Atlanta International Gift & Home Furnishings Market
Atlanta, Georgia. (800) ATL-MART, http://www.americasmart.com/
January 17-23, 2007 -Dallas Market-Gift & Home Accessories
Dallas, Texas - (800)-325-6587; http://www.dallasmarketcenter.com/
January 19-22, 2007- California Gift Show
Los Angeles Convention Center; Los Angeles California http://www.californiagiftshow.com/
January 25-27, 2007- Oasis Gift Show
Cardinals Stadium, Glendale, Arizona (800) 424-9519; http://www.oasis.org/
January 26-February 11, 2007 - International Gem and Mineral Show
Various locations, Tucson, Arizona http://www.colored-stone.com/tsg
January 27-30, 2007 - The Seattle Gift Show
Washington State Convention & Trade Center, Seattle, Washington
(800) 346-1212; http://www.seattlegift.com/
January 28-February 1, 2007 - New York International Gift Fair
Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, New York, New York
(800) 272-SHOW; http://www.nyigf.com/
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January 29-February 2, 2007 World Market Center & Pavilions - Las Vegas Market
January 30-February 2, 2007 Cashman Center - Las Vegas, Nevada
(888) 962-7469 http://www.lasvegasmarket.com/
February 3-5, 2007 - Orlando Gift Show including International New Age Trade Show East
Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida
(800) 318-2238; http://www.orlandogiftshow.com/
February 11-14, 2007 - American International Toy Fair 2007
Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, New York, New York http://www.toyfairny.com/
February 17-21, 2007 - San Francisco International Gift Fair
San Francisco, California (415) 861-7733; http://www.sfigf.com/
February 24-27, 2007 - Denver Gift, Jewelry, & Resort Show
Denver Merchandise Mart, Denver, Colorado (800) 289-6278; http://www.denvermart.com/

2007 NCA Convention Update - Joye Wuest, Convention Committee Chairman

The other day, Santa told me that there had been an unusually large number of adults that asked for cowboy
boots for Christmas this year. He had seen the pictures going around the internet of NCA President, Brad
Wuest, wearing his boots with Bermuda shorts, and was wondering if Brad had started some kind of
international trend. I told him I was sure it was because all the folks are planning to wear boots to the NCA
Convention, October 21-25, 2007, in San Antonio, Texas. I hope you all get the color you wanted. Remember
to wear them and get them broken in so you can dance the two-step, come October!
Convention ’07 is shaping up to offer an innovative combination of fun and professional development. This
year, in addition to planned social events like the San Antonio Riverwalk Dinner Cruise and dancing to
Americana music at a real old Texas dancehall, attendees will have a “free” evening to sight-see, shop and
“dine-around” the San Antonio Riverwalk, which is within short walking distance from the Convention ’07
headquarters hotel, the Sheraton Gunter. The conference agenda will also include a day of “behind the
scenes” field seminars at Natural Bridge Caverns where attendees can choose from repeating concurrent
sessions on topics like Digital Photography, Climbing Walls & Zip Lines, Cave Development, Adventure Tours,
Butterfly Gardens, Underground Classrooms and Point of Sale Systems for Tickets, Gift Shop and Snack Bar.
These field seminars will be conducted by professionals both from without and from within the NCA and the
intent is to make them very interactive for attendees.
For those of you who have been asking for a Vendor Show, this is a Convention you will not want to miss.
Susan Berdeaux and the Retail Products Committee are putting together a Vendor Show like we have never
seen before for the NCA. In addition to gift shop merchandise vendors, they are inviting vendors that provide
services for our industry like multimedia advertising, Internet ticketing, point-of-sale systems, printing and
brochure distribution. Be sure to plan your trip this year to allow time to attend this cave-customized vendor
show, and place your orders for the upcoming season. The Convention ’07 Vendor Show will be open all day
on Sunday, October 21, 2007. This is also the day that Committee Meetings and the NCA Board Meeting will
be held. Later that same evening, the annual Welcome Reception will officially kick-off Convention ’07 at the
Buckhorn Saloon & Museum in downtown San Antonio, Texas.
The tradition of on-line Convention Newsletters started by the ’06 Bermuda hosts will be continued this year,
and the first edition will appear later in January ’07. Be watching for it so you can make your travel plans early.
If you have not already done so, mark your calendars to be “Gone to Texas” October 21-25, 2007. And
remember, for Convention ’07 you must BYOB (bring your own boots)!
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Outdoor Advising Committee Update - Les Turilli

On November 1st,I was asked by the MOAA Chairman, Bill May, to attend a focus group hearing on the
Highway Beautification Act in Kansas City, MO.
This meeting was conducted by the Federal Highway Administration. It’s purpose was to determine if the HBA
should be continued, upgraded or eliminated.
On the anti-billboard side there were members of Scenic America and concerned citizens.
On the pro-billboard side there was a representative for the MO Hotel Association, a representative for the
Outdoor Industry and myself representing the MO Caves Association, and the NCA.
The meeting literally turned into a shouting match complete with name-calling. The bottom line being that the
anti-billboard representatives wanted not only a moratorium on new billboards, but eventually elimination of all
outdoor advertising structures.
Obviously the pro-billboard side had something to say about this. I explained that most caves are located in
remote areas and without the aid of outdoor signs to inform and direct customers to our businesses; we might
as well close our doors.
I also informed the committee that most cave operations are small mom and pop businesses that can’t afford
other types of advertising such as radio, TV, etc.
I explained that the reason for both the MCA and NCA starting in the first place was because of the HBA so we
could have a voice against the removal of our signs.
I made mention of how at Meramec, as well as other MO caves and caves out of state, we have conducted
surveys that suggest 60% or more of business comes from highway advertising.
These meetings were held in 10 states and MO was the next to last meeting with PA being the week after.
I was only made aware of the meeting 10 days prior and I’m sure most of you were not aware these meetings
were taking place.
My co-chair of the committee, Travis Wuest, has suggested that the NCA join the OAAA so that we can stay
better informed and I think it is exactly what we should do.

NCA JOINS OAAA

Acting on the advice of Les Turilli and Travis Wuest, the NCA has joined the Outdoor Advertising Association of
America. OAAA has been serving the outdoor advertising industry in America by protecting and promoting its
assets. The organization has evolved to address the needs of a changing industry – NCA joins OAAA at a very
challenging time, as indicated by Les Turilli’s report. For more information on the benefits of membership, visit
their website at www.OAAA.org

Midwinter Meeting

The Executive Committee, Board of Directors and Insurance Committee will be attending the midwinter
meeting in Tucson, AZ on Jan 30 – Feb 1, 2007. This year the meeting will be held during the Tucson Gem &
Mineral Show. Many of our directors and committee members already attend this show so it made sense to
combine missions. If you have any issues you would like addressed, please be sure and tell your regional
directors when you speak to them this month. We are always interested in what our members have to say.
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Brochure Cover Change

The 2007 NCA brochure is undergoing a minor but important change. In an
effort to improve visual impact in a crowded brochure rack, the masthead
will be shortened from “CAVE AND CAVERN DIRECTORY” to “CAVE
DIRECTORY”. The 2007 brochure is in production at Morrison Printing and
will be available for distribution shortly. Contact Susan for a supply of the
new brochures.

NCA Website Update - Gary Berdeaux, Elec. Media Chairman

Our new website is growing and improving daily. By spring we will have it
in top shape for eager cave visitors to view and enjoy. Brandon is working
on code to rotate the welcome cave image with each visit to the site.
Content is being written for the Geology and Biology sections as well.
If you have not taken time to explore the resources on the members’ side of
our site, you are truly missing out! Be sure to take a minute to update your personal contact information on the
member’s site so that other NCA members can contact you directly. I find this member directory to extremely
valuable.
Soon Brandon will have an online form to post your monthly member visitation survey online. This will save
both postage and time for everyone. Results will be available in real time. That is the difference between
news and history. Who wants to wait until the end of the quarter to see visitation trends for the previous
month?

A taste of things to come - Brandon Mathis, webmaster
I’m in the process of adding affiliate contact information to the member directory. I’m setting up email aliases
for the committees… so for example, if you want to contact everyone on the insurance committee, you would
send an email to insurancecom@cavern.com. I’m also starting development on the online monthly summaries
submission system, which I hope to have available before the mid-winter meeting.
The Public site is getting a facelift too, so visitors will be greeted with a page that gives information about the
role of the NCA, interesting geological facts, a fully dynamic spotlight cave section, and other visual and
informational improvements. There’s more but that should give you a good taste of what to expect in the near
future.

Still In the Family

Steve Beckley, Glenwood Caverns reports that Glenwood Caverns and the Glenwood Hot Springs Pool have
decided that the pool’s acquisition of the caverns would not be in each other’s best interests. Steve says he is
in it for the long haul and is looking for other attractions to add to the park.

In Print

The Travel section of the New York Times did a feature story on Pennsylvania’s caves on October 13. Titled
“Inside Pennsylvania: Touring the Stalactite Circuit”, the author talks about his visits to six of the nine
Pennsylvania caves. All are listed by name, with phone numbers and websites, along with the NCA’s website
address.

ACKMA - Australasian Cave and Karst Management Association

The December 2006 ACKMA newsletter issue has an article by Any Spate, who some may remember from this
year’s convention in Bermuda. Andy’s article “Where Exactly Is Bermuda and Why Did I Go There” offered
some interesting comparisons between the NCA and ISCA conferences. Contact Susan at the office if you
would like a copy.
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NSS News

October 2006 had an editorial by Colorado caver Rick Rhinehart on “Working Smartly with America’s
Commercial Caves”. The article stressed the importance of good relations between cavers and cave owners,
for each other’s mutual benefit.

Awards

The American Cave Conservation Association, KY has been selected as the 2006 recipient of the Kentucky
Association of Environmental Education’s Organization of the Year. This award recognizes outstanding
organizations for making significant contributions in environmental education. With ACCA’s focus on protecting
caves and cave resources, it has become a model for raising public awareness about environmental concerns.
Congratulations to Dave Foster, Executive Director, Peggy Nims, Education Director and their staff on this
prestigious award.

IRS Sets Business Mileage Allowances for 2007

The Internal Revenue Service has recently upped the standard mileage allowance for business travel to
$0.485 in 2007. That’s four cents more or plus 9% above the $0.445 allowance in 2006. The standard
mileage rate can be used to reimburse employees who use their vehicle for business purposes. The
reimbursement is tax-free as long as the employee substantiates the time, place, business purpose and
mileage of each trip.

Upcoming

NCA President Wuest was contacted by Jean Carter of the Southeast Education Network to see if the NCA
was interested in providing an editorial on why caves make good field trips. Their publication is distributed triannually to a variety of professionals in the education and travel industries. Who better to write this editorial
than the award-winning Peggy Nims from ACCA?! Look for Peggy’s excellent editorial in the Spring “ezine”.
Their website address is www.seenmagazine.us/
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! May your blessings be many!
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